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MAY OF MONUMENTS

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NAPLES

Open Sunday 7th, 14th, 21th, 28th May 2006/9,30-19,30

The theme for the 2006 edition of Maggio dei Monumenti is Segni dei sogni (Signs of dreams): dreams are often the source of human fulfilments, of all the concrete artistic, cultural and architectonic realizations we can admire but dreams remain always alive and give rise to new works, new creations. This is the reason why recognizing the presence of dreams in our history is important to understand it and to project ourselves into the future.
On the occasion of May of Monuments the National Library of Naples has realized a series of exhibitions which document its history, the history of its collections and also the theme of May of Monuments from a particular point of view. In Sezione Napoletana the stress is on the mythological aspect of Neapolitan history, symbolized by the image of the mermaid Parthenope; on the other hand the books of Vesuviana collection, which document the Vesuvius’ eruptions during the centuries, give us the concrete, telluric signs of this history. 

In Sale di Consultazione (Reference rooms) the exhibition runs through  the history of dream, from the ancient times, with the theories of Plato, Aristoteles, Artemidorus (the author of the famous Book of dreams,  who was the first to realize the relationship between dream and personality) to Freud’s Traumdeutung; and of course the exhibition documents not only the psychological, but also the anthropological, philosophical, literary meanings of dream. In Sale di Consultazione the new Reference service, which allows to consult on-line Opacs, data-bases  and other informatic supports, is now active.

Sezione Manoscritti e Rari is one of the most important sections in the National Library, of course, and its collection comprehends many Middle Age manuscripts  (among them there are also many wonderful «Books of hours», coming from the Aragonese collection, including the most precious one, i.e. La flora) and, moreover,  Vico’s autographs, almost all Leopardi’s autographs and autographs by Croce and De Sanctis - just to mention only the most important ones. The exhibition documents the long history of manuscripts and rare books from the age of palimpsest to the digital age: you can see Ovid’s Metamorfosi (XI-XII sec.), Boethius’ De arithmetica et musica (XIV sec.), Libro d’ore di Alfonso d’Aragona (sec. XV), manuscripts and autographs by Ariosto, Tasso, Leopardi, Giusti, D’Annunzio, Ungaretti, Di Giacomo, Viviani.

The collection of Sezione Periodici comprehends five thousand serials (not only Italian, but also French, English, American, German and some published in other countries) from the seventeenth century to our age. The exhibition illustrates the long and complex history of periodical literature from the beginning to our time: periodical literature is not only culture and science, but also information, illustration, curiosity, entertainment and often all of these things together. So you’ll find here not only “Journal des savants” or “Nuova Antologia” but also “L’illustrazione italiana”, almanacs and «strenne» (collection of poems or studies to be offered as a gift). 
The Officina dei papiri ercolanesi collects something unique, a whole library of ancient times, i.e. the papyri found in 1752-54 nearby Herculaneum, an ancient town destroyed by the famous eruption occurred in 79 A.D., in «Villa dei Pisoni» (or «Villa dei Papiri»), whose owner was probably consul Lucius Calpurnius Cesoninus. Most of them came from  the library of Philodemus of Gadara, an important Greek philosopher who contributed to spread the Epicurean philosophy in Rome. Papyri were preserved from corruption first by the partial combustion, then by the deep layer of lava dust which covered them. From the beginning, the problem has consisted in unwinding the scrolls and then reading the content. The first who succeeded in this attempt was  Antonio Piaggio: he used a natural glue and a special machine called «Macchina del Piaggio». Nowadays a new chemical method is preferred to unroll papyri. The publication of their content was undertaken from the beginnings but nowadays, with the help of the most modern techniques of digital photography and informatics, it has been possible to digitalize 965 papyri. 

The Lucchesi-Palli Library was donated to the Italian State by count Eduardo Lucchesi-Palli in 1888; originally the collection included 30.000 volumes, 1500 works concerning Japanese literature, 500 autographs, 500 illustrated books and a large amount of newspapers and periodicals, concerning the history of theather and music. The original collections have been enriched during the years by donations and acquisitions with a very interesting documentation concerning the history of theatre and music (especially of Neapolitan theatre and music). On this occasion  you can visit an exhibition dedicated to W. A. Mozart who was born exactly 250 years ago, in 1756, and made three journeys in Italy, where he came to know musicians and composers such as Cimarosa, Salieri, Jommelli, Paisiello and collaborated with them.

Other interesting moments of this tour through the collections and the activities of the National Library of Naples concern Fondo Aosta,  Laboratorio di Restauro, Emeroteca.
Aosta Collection was donated to the National Library of Naples by Her Royal Highness Elena d’Orleans, duchess of Aosta. It comprehends not only a conspicuous book collection consisting in 11.000 volumes, but also African collection, and mainly a Photographic collection, which is something unique because it documents the life in Africa as it was at the beginnings of XXth century. On the occasion of May of Monuments,  a musical base of Masai choruses will be active.

Laboratorio di Restauro «Alberto Guarino» attends to the restoration of damaged or spoilt books:  restoration is not a simple procedure and includes a sequence of interventions. When a  traditional restoration cannot be carried out, it’s possible to effect a virtual restoration, that may give back an image of a document in its original conditions. 

Emeroteca «Matilde Serao», which detains important collections of newspapers, has organized an exhibition to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the foundation of the Italian Republic. The inspiring principles of the Italian Republic are freedom, social justice, the unity of our country; the same principles inspired the Italian Constitution, one of the most advanced in the world. 

During the extraordinary openings of May 2006 the visitors may visit also the interesting exhibition of Gennaro Sardella’s works in Sala Leopardi and the photographic exhibition Le guarattelle (the photographer is Gilda Valenza), that concerns an ancient tradition of popular Neapolitan theatre. In the afternoon of 7, 14, 21 and 28 may cultural meetings will take place in Sala Rari.
